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Dear Parents, Teachers, and Citizens: 
 
The last day of school will be here before we know it and the Sterling Public Library is planning a fantastic 
summer reading program.    The theme this year is “Build a Better World.”  Readers of all ages will explore the 
world around them and discover ways to challenge themselves, try new things, and work together to make 
positive change in the world.  
 
There are two parts to the Sterling Public Library’s summer reading program.  One is about reading.  There will 
be reading groups for people of all ages from birth to 104 as well as the differently-abled and anyone can sign 
up.  All you need is a library card; if you don’t have one, we’ll help you get one.  After you sign up, you can 
complete the appropriate reading log and return it to the library for prizes.   
 
Summer is the perfect time for students of all ages to relax, but it’s also a time when summer learning loss can 
occur. This learning loss is called the “summer slide,” and happens when children do not engage in educational 
activities during the summer months.  When children return to school in the fall, they are behind their 
classmates and teachers often spend the first months reviewing what the children learned the previous year. 
Those losses accumulate during the elementary school years so that by the time a child enters middle school 
he/she may be 2 1/2 years behind!   
 
Sterling Public Library can help prevent the summer slide and even accelerate reading growth during the 
summer months. Studies show that kids that participate in an organized Summer Reading Program read 
significantly more than kids that do not participate in a program.  Teachers have spent the year working with 
students and building skills.  Sterling Public Library wants to encourage kids to read during the summer to 
prevent loss of those skills. 
 
The public library cares about your children and has planned programs to keep them reading and learning all 
summer.  The Summer Reading Program can help children keep their minds active and enter school in the fall 
ready to learn and ready to succeed.  The library also has a program specifically for adults so they can set an 
example for their children. 
 
The second part of the summer reading program is about programs and activities.   
 
The summer reading program is for people of all ages.  There will be Storytime for early literacy, Monday 
programs for elementary ages and Tuesday programs for ten to 15 year olds.  There are programs specifically 
designed for teens, adults and differently-abled.  You can find information about all the programs at 
www.sterlingcolo.com, www.facebook.com/sterlingpubliclibrary80751 or by calling the library at 522-2023.  
Area elementary children will receive a flyer at school with the complete list of summer activities.  Flyers are 
also available at the library. 
 
Kids can’t do the program alone.  They need the adult to bring them to the library, to encourage them to read or 
read to them, to help choose books and bring them back to turn in their reading time.  As a community we can 
work together.  If you are a parent, bring your kids to the library.  If you know a parent, encourage them to get 
their kids signed up.  We hope that you and your family enjoy books and reading together and that you discover 
the treasures of your library. 
 
 

http://www.sterlingcolo.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sterlingpubliclibrary80751

